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INDEPENDENCE DAY 
My search for an appropriate Fourth of July Quote 
brought me to this quote from our 34th president, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.    

“Freedom has its life in the hearts, the actions, the 
spirit of men and so it must be daily earned and 
refreshed - else like a flower cut from its life-giving 
roots, it will wither and die.”  

It strengthens me to be reminded that the freedoms we have in 
our country are something not to be taken for granted.   As one 
anonymous author wrote, “It is easy to take liberty for granted, 
when you have never had it taken from you.”  I pray every day that 
we don’t have to see our freedoms taken from us to understand 
what a precious thing it is to live in the United States. 

Can we apply this same metric to our faith?  I submit that we can.   
Ask yourself these questions, “How much difference does it make 
in you life to say, “Jesus is Lord?”  Does it affect your conduct and 
your principles? ? Is the world a better place because Jesus died on 
the cross for you? Do you drop on your knees everyday in thanks 
for the freedom you have from sin and death that Christ purchased 
for you on the cross?   

Pastor King Duncan closes with this, “So something to think about 
this Fourth of July weekend. Have you been enjoying the benefits 
of our society without the headaches of civic responsibility? Are 
you one of those citizens who believe that we can have capitalism 
without compassion and Christianity without conversion? We have 
much to be grateful for. We have even more to be committed to. It 
is not too late to get started. Let's live out our gratitude and at the 
same time ensure this gift of freedom for generations to come.”                            

Pastor Jim 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

July 2016 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

In him (Christ) and 
through faith in him 

we may approach God 
with freedom and 

confidence.  
 

Ephesians 3:12 



ST. MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH, BIRCH RUN PAGE 2 

WALTHER LEAGUE AND LUTHERAN 
YOUNG ADULT REUNION 

September 24, 2016| Frankenmuth, Mich. 
 

All are welcome to join the Walther League and 
Lutheran Young Adult of Michigan friends for a 
fun afternoon with a chicken buffet luncheon, fel-
lowship, merriment, and reminiscing on Saturday, 
September 24, 2016 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the 
Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth, Mich. The 
guest speaker for the day will be Rev. Matthew 
Heise, Executive Director for the Lutheran Herit-
age Foundation. He will present "Going Out to the 
Highways and the Hedges," based on Luke 14:23. 
Mail your reservation and check for $21/person 
made payable to Elna Kempff, 2252 Mallard Dr, 
Reese MI 48757, or call her at 989.868.9921 no 
later than September 15. Please include name, 
address, and maiden name if applicable. 

Summer Activities at St. Martin 
Mark your calendar for these upcoming events! 

 
One Worship Service Sun., July 24, 10 am 

Church Picnic July 24th  
 St. Martin Lutheran 
 
VBS (Barnyard Round-up) July 25 to July 29 

Garage Sale Aug 18 to Aug 20th 
 Fellowship Hall 
 
Church camp-out Aug 26 to Aug 28 
 Krystal Lake Camp 

VBS 2016 
 

St. Martin VBS, July 25-29 from 9 though 
Noon, along with possibly some evenings for 
those who can't make the day time, we will 
be having the "Barnyard Roundup" as our 
VBS! This is a great opportunity to share 
God's Love & Word with many families in 
our communities! We will be starting our 
roundup for donations, volunteers, registra-
tions for children now. So if you want a way 
to share God's blessings with those around 
us sign up at church. Any 
questions check with Randy. 
Hope to see you there, serv-
ing God!  

Opportunity for giving: Funeral Meals 
 

After the death of a loved one, many tasks 
fall upon us at once. Preparations for burial, 
service, paperwork to be filled out, accounts 
to be closed, bills to be paid. This is a diffi-
cult time for anybody, and we, as Christ’s 
hands and feet seek to comfort those who 
grieve the loss of a loved one. 
 
One way we can do that, as a congregation, 
is to provide a funeral meal at no cost to the 
family. In order to do this however, we are 
seeking people who are willing to contribute 
to this ministry. 
 
If you feel God is calling you to support this 
ministry with prayer, volunteer time or fi-
nancial support, feel free to contact us at 
church.  
 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together.  

1 Corinthians 12:26 
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Prayer List 
Goody Bechie 

Payton Matzke 
Nora Young 
Terry Minar 

Carmen Cencer 
Jack Lawrence 
Virginia Roth 
Larry Wood 

Pres. Harrison 
Pres. Obama 
Pres. Maier 

Orlando shooting  
Victims 

Our Music Dir. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Stellan Virtanen 

Graduates 

Church Triumphant 
Sandra Babcock 

Robert Lund 
Shirley Schmitzer 

Lyle Pickelman 

Vision and Mission Gatherings 
Earlier this year we assembled a team to ask the ques-
tion, “How can we be better at being the church?” That 
initial question led to a discussion, and decision to re-
visit the vision and mission for St. Martin, and how we 
will proceed into the future bringing the hope we have 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
We will be holding two congregational gatherings this 
summer. At these gatherings we will discuss (in small 
and large groups), how we are addressing the purposes 
of the church in our ministries, and where we need to 
increase our efforts to the community and our congre-
gation. The gatherings are: 
 

Sunday, July 10th (after late service) 
Sunday, August 21st (after late service) 

 
After the late service we will meet for a quick pot-luck 
meal, and then go immediately into our discussion. We 
are requesting that every member attend one or both 
of these meetings. We need your input, you prayers 
and your guidance as we strive to be the best church 
we can be! 

Tech Booth Volunteers Needed! 

Basic business models instruct that one should 

never recruit out of a position of desperation, 

but always from a position of strength. I will 

completely disregard that advice, and announce 

that WE ARE DESPERATE to find individuals will-

ing to work in the tech booth during worship, 

and other events. Please pray-fully consider this 

ministry...and it doesn’t matter how old or 

young you happen to be!  


